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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 15-33 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 15, 19-26 and 29-32 recite the following limitations: 

a. Claim 15 recites "the sub-tasks and work steps" in line 7. 

b. Claims 19-21 recite "the elements" in line 1 and "the form of alphanumeric 
display" in line 2. 

c. Claims 22-24 recite "the elements" in line 1. 

d. Claim 25 recites "the required work step" in line 1 and "said work step" in 
line 2. 

e. Claim 26 recites "the alphanumeric display" in line 2, "the selected work 
step" in lines 2-3 and 3-4, and "the alphanumeric and graphic display" in 
line 3. 

f. Claim 29 recites "the current display" in lines 2-3, "the window" in line 3 
"the inputting of parameters" in lines 3-4. 

g. Claim 30 recites "the status indicators" in line 2. 

h. Claim 31 recites "the data selection" in line 2. 
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i. Claim 32 recites "the sub-task and work steps" in line 5, "the selected 
work step" in lines 9 and 11. 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 15, 19, 22 and 25-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,631,825 (hereinafter Van Weele). 

6. As per claim 15, Van Weele discloses a tool for configuring, designing, or 
programming, the tool comprising: 

a storage unit for storing a control program (col. 18, lines 34-40); 
an operating unit for inputting operator commands (col. 17, lines 59-67 and col. 
18, lines 1-2); 

a computer (col. 17, lines 59-67, col. 18, lines 1-2 and Fig. 1, element 20); and 
a display (Fig. 3, element 26) for displaying a graphic user interface having a first 
navigation area (Fig. 3, element 36), a second navigation area (Fig. 3, element 38), and 
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a data area (Fig. 3, element 40 and col. 32, lines 17-31), wherein the first navigation 
area (Fig. 3, element 36) is an area, in which the sub-tasks and work steps associated 
with a project can be displayed in a hierarchically organized manner (col. 5, lines 58-67, 
col. 7, lines 58-67, col. 11, lines 41-52 and col. 34, lines 36-45), wherein the second 
navigation area (Fig. .3, element 38) is an area, in which individual work steps 
associated with the project can be displayed in their processing sequence (col. 2, lines 
1-17, col. 5, lines 67, col. 6, lines 1-4 and col. 7, lines 34-37 and 43-44), and wherein a 
required work step can be selected (col. 11, lines 5-8 and 14-18) in the first navigation 
area (col. 23, lines 21-26 and col. 34, lines 27-31) and/or in the second navigation area 
(col. 7, lines 11-15 and col. 34, lines 31-35). 

7. As per claim 19, Van Weele discloses the elements displayed in the first 
navigation area are displayed in the form of an alphanumeric display (col. 23, lines 40- 
43). 

8. As per claim 22, Van Weele discloses the elements displayed in the second 
navigation area are each displayed in alphanumeric and graphic form (col. 7, lines 4-9). 

9. As per claim 25, Van Weele discloses once the required work step has been 
selected, data associated with said. work step is displayed in the data area (col. 13, lines 
61-67). 
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10. As per claim 26, Van Weele discloses once the required work step has been 
selected, the alphanumeric display in the first navigation area corresponding to the 
selected work step and the alphanumeric and graphic display in the second navigation 
area corresponding to the selected work step are visually marked (col. 13, lines 67 and 
col. 14, lines 1-4). 

11. As per claim 27, Van Weele discloses the tool is adapted for configuring, 
designing, or programming an installation or technical composition (col. 14, lines 39-41, 
col. 30, lines 56-67, col. 31, lines 1-34 and Fig. 33). 

12. As per claim 28, Van Weele discloses the data displayed in the data area is 
displayed to the form of a list containing selectable list elements (col. 13, lines 30-47). 

13. As per claim 29, Van Weele discloses a button is assigned to each selectable list 
element, which can be clicked on to superimpose a window corresponding to an 
assistant on the current display, the window containing help information or prompting 
the inputting of parameters (col. 13, lines 48-60). 
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14. As per claim 30, Van Weele discloses status indicators are provided in each of 
the navigation areas, the status indicators containing information about whether or not 
a work step has already been completed (col. 7, lines 11-24). 

15. As per claim 31, Van Weele discloses the status indicators further contain 
information about whether or not the data selection made in a work step has resulted in 
a non-permitted status (col. 7, lines 11-24). 

16. As per claim 32, Van Weele discloses a method for configuring, designing, 
and/or programming an installation, the method comprising: 

providing a graphic user interface displayed on a display (col. 17, lines 59-67, 
col. 18, lines 1-2 and Fig. 3, element 26), the graphic user interface having at least two 
navigation areas (Fig. 3, element 36 and 38) and a data area (Fig. 3, element 40), 
wherein a first navigation area (Fig. 3, element 36) being an area in which the 
sub-tasks and work steps associated with a project can be displayed in a hierarchically 
organized manner (col. 5, lines 58-67, col. 7, lines 58-67, col. 11, lines 41-52 and col. 
34. lines 36-45) and wherein a second navigation area (Fig. 3, element 38) being an 
area in which individual work steps are displayed in their processing sequence (col. 2, 
lines 1-17, col. 5, lines 67, col. 6, lines 1-4 and col. 7, lines 34-37 and 43-44); 
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selecting a work step (col. 11, lines 5-8 and 14-18) by navigating in the first (col. 
23, lines 21-26 and col. 34, lines 27-31) or in the second navigation area (col. 7, lines 
11-15 and col. 34, lines 31-35); 

visually marking display elements associated with the selected work step in the 
first and in the second navigation area (col. 13, line 67 and col. 14, lines 1-4); and 

displaying data associated with the selected work step in the data area (col. 32, 
lines 17-31). 

17. As per claim 33, Van Weele discloses a digital storage medium comprising a 
control program adapted for interacting with a computer, an operator unit, and a 
display for performing the method as set forth in claim 32 (col. 18, lines 34-40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 16-18, 20, 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Van Weele in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0172371 
(hereinafter Offenmuller). 
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20. As per claim 16, Van Weele does not expressly teach the first navigation area is 
an area with a tree structure. 

Offenmuller teaches to a first navigation area is an area with a tree structure 
(pg. 5, par. [0062] and Fig. 3 and 5, element BB1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Van Weele to include a first 
navigation area is an area with a tree structure to provide the advantage of operating 
and/or observing an industrial process and/or work cycles and/or an industrial 
automation system (pg. 2, par. [0017]) and to provide a split display apparatus to 
increase the usability and flexibility of the system for the user (pg. 2, par. [0021]). 

21. As per claim 17, Van Weele teaches the first navigation area provides an 
overview of the project (col. 7, lines 41-50 and 58-67). 

Van Weele does not expressly teach the first navigation area provides a tree 
structure (col. 7, lines 41-50 and 58-67). 

Offenmuller teaches to a first navigation area is an area with a tree structure 
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(pg. 5, par. [0062] and Fig. 3 and 5, element BB1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Van Weele to include a first 
navigation area is an area with a tree structure to provide the advantage of operating 
and/or observing an industrial process and/or work cycles and/or an industrial 
automation system (pg. 2, par. [0017]) and to provide a split display apparatus to 
increase the usability and flexibility of the system for the user (pg. 2, par. [0021]). 

22. As per claim 18, Van Weele teaches the first navigation area provides an 
overview of the project (col. 7, lines 41-50 and 58-67). 

Van Weele does not expressly teach the first navigation area provides a tree 
structure. 

Offenmuller teaches to a first navigation area is an area with a tree structure 
(pg. 5, par. [0062] and Fig. 3 and 5, element BB1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Van Weele to include a first 
navigation area is an area with a tree structure to provide the advantage of operating 
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and/or observing an industrial process and/or work cycles and/or an industrial 
automation system (pg. 2, par. [0017]) and to provide a split display apparatus to 
increase the usability and flexibility of the system for the user (pg. 2, par. [0021]). 

23. As per claim 20, Van Weele teaches as set forth above the elements displayed in 
the first navigation area are displayed in the form of an alphanumeric display (col. 23, 
lines 40-43). 

24. As per claim 21, Van Weele teaches as set forth above the elements displayed in 
the first navigation area are displayed in the form of an alphanumeric display (col. 23, 
lines 40-43). 

25. As per claim 23, Van Weele teaches as set forth above the elements displayed in 
the second navigation area are each displayed in alphanumeric and graphic form (col. 
7, lines 4-9). 

26. As per claim 24, Van Weele teaches as set forth above the elements displayed in 
the second navigation area are each displayed in alphanumeric and graphic form (col. 
7, lines 4-9). 



Application/Control Number: 10/523,513 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2121 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect graphical user interfaces. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0010871 discloses a user interface in the form 
of a single navigable window. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,496,208 discloses a method and apparatus for displaying and 
navigating data organized in the form of a graphic structure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,971,581 discloses a system and method for creating a fieldbus 
configuration on a computer system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer L. Norton whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3694. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 571-272-3687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^ 




Anthpny Knight 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2121 



